Finding Common Interests in the Times of Rising Conflict: Shibusawa Eiichi and the 1909 Japanese Commercial Commission to the United States by Owen, Sydney M.
RESEARCH POSTER PRESENTATION DESIGN © 2012
www.PosterPresentations.com
Research Methodology 
This project is a historical analysis of the 1909 Japanese Commercial Commission to the 
United States, using articles from US newspaper archives covering the commission’s visit. 
Introduction to Commission 
Path of the Commission’s Journey
Russo-Japanese War Context and Significance of Commission 
Japan’s victory in the Russo-Japanese War of 1904-1905 shocked the world. It was the 
first modern victory of a Asian nation over a western power, and it signified Japan’s 
emergence as a world power. The United States reacted with alarm, with some 
newspapers claiming that war with Japan was imminent, and US Presidents Theodore 
Roosevelt and William H. Taft showing a marked change in policy toward Japan. It also 
lead to increased controversy over labor and immigration, especially in California. 
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The Japanese Commercial Commission left Yokohama, Japan on August 19, 1909 and 
arrived in Seattle to the welcome of the Seattle Chamber of Commerce on September 1, 
in time for the Alaska-Yukon Pacific Exposition. The Commission traveled throughout the 
United States for approximately three months, departing from Honolulu on December 6 
and returning to Japan December 17. 
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The 1909 Japanese Commercial Commission was an 
unofficial diplomatic mission, headed by Eiichi 
Shibusawa and a group of the leading figures of 
Japan, including businessmen, financiers, heads of 
chambers of commerce, educators, and 
newspapermen. They came at the invitation of the 
Seattle Chamber of Commerce and the Associated 
Chambers of Commerce of the Pacific Coast and 
hoped to improve relations between the United 
States and Japan, through private, economic 
diplomacy.
The purpose of the Commission was to develop  
friendship between the two nations and encourage 
trade and commerce, a sentiment repeatedly 
expressed by Shibusawa and other commission 
members, as well as their American hosts. 
This project in part examined the international 
relations between Japan and the United States, 
specifically in context of Japan’s recent victory in 
the Russo-Japanese War. 
The newspaper coverage of the time the 
Commission spent in Los Angeles and San 
Francisco proved to be some of the most prolific 
and divided of the Commission’s trip. California 
was the focal point of American anger over 
Japanese immigration and labor, but it was also 
in California that the Commission found some of 
its most welcoming hosts, possibly because of the 
great potential for increased trade that 
California businessmen stood to gain from. 
Baron Eiichi Shibusawa
The Commission was met with a warm 
welcome in every city they visited, 
and were hosted by local chambers of 
commerce, as well as local, state, and 
federal government leaders, including 
United States President William H. 
Taft in Minneapolis, Minnesota, and 
Secretary of State Knox, in Washington 
D.C. 
With Japan’s victory over Russia in the Russo-Japanese War in 1905, Japan became a 
recognized world power, in effect challenging long held perceptions of weakness and 
backwardness held by the United States and the West. The timing of the 
Commission’s visit coincides with rising anti-Japanese, anti-immigration sentiment in 
the United States in response to what was perceived to be a new, growing, and 
immediate threat from Japan. The goal of Eiichi Shibusawa and the Japanese 
Commercial Commission of 1909 was to ease these tensions between the United 
States and Japan through private diplomacy and commercial ties. 
The Commission’s timing coincided with 
heightened tensions between the two 
nations as a result of these events. From 
the Japanese perspective, it served as an 
opportunity to espouse the benefits of 
closer commercial ties, as well as to ease 
fears concerning immigration and war. 
For American businessmen, it was the 
chance to increase trade and take 
advantage of Japan’s rapidly increasing 
and modernizing economy. For US leaders, 
it was an opportunity to strengthen 
diplomatic ties with a nation that now 
demanded to be taken seriously and 
treated fairly. 
The Commission at a garden party 
at the Japanese garden for the 
Alaska-Yukon Pacific Exposition, 
September 4, 1909.
Burress, Charles, “Marking bond to region, Japan Society turns 100, Bay Area’s lasting fascination with things Japanese.” San Francisco
Chronicle, October 29, 2005.
“Captains of Trade in Japan: Commercial Commissioners Delighted With Their tour of the United States: Party of Japanese Businessmen Arrive 
Here on The Way to Their Homes: All Utter Sentiments of Deep Friendship and Admiration for American Nation,” The San Francisco call. 
November 27, 1909, Page 9
“Commissioners From Japan Arrive Today: Will be Formally Welcomed at Ferry Building- Banquet on Monday.” San Francisco Chronicle. 
November 26, 1909 page 16
“Given Glimpse of Their Home Life: Commissioners From Japan Are Entertained at Bowie and De Sabla Villas: Pretty Ceremony Follows the 
Luncheon by Henry T. Scott at the Burlingame Club,” The San Francisco call, November 28, 1909, Page 22
Gruver, Rebecca Brooks. “Japanese-American Relations and the Japanese Exclusion Movement, 1900-1934,” MA thesis, University of California 
Stanford, 1954, Microfilm, 36
Guiang, Marcelino Colorado, ‘The Japanese Immigration Problem—A Discussion of Japanese Immigration Into the United States 1900-1907”, 
MA thesis University of San Francisco, March 25 1963, 63 
“Important Conference Held at Washington, Baron Shibusawa and Secretary Knox Hold Long Private Consultation at the Capital.” Bisbee Daily 
Review. November 03, 1909, Image 2 
“Interview With Japanese Baron and Baroness.” The Hawaiian star. December 11, 1909, second edition, 2nd Section, Page 11
“Japanese Appeal for Protection, Commercial Commissioners Are Shadowed by Koreans While in Denver.” The San Francisco call. November 16, 
1909, Page 2
“Japanese Are Banqueted by Los Angelans, Commercial Men Rom Far East Entertained, Angel City Will Reap Good Result from Visit, Nipponese 
Probably Will be Induced to Buy More Oil, Fruit, and Other Products from Southern California.” Los Angeles herald, November 21, 1909, Image 
13
“Japanese Are Needed at Home, Says Commissioner, Baron Shibusawa Shows Necessity of Orientals Staying in Countries Nipponese Develop.” 
Los Angeles herald, October 01, 1909, Page 3
“Japanese Arrive in Honolulu.” Los Angeles herald, December 07, 1909, Page 2
“Japanese Commercial Commissioners Meet President at Banquet in Minneapolis, Tribute Paid Orientals by Nation’s Executive.” The San 
Francisco call, September 20, 1909, Page 1
“Japanese Day at the Seattle Show, Record-Breaking Assemblage of the Little Brown Men at Great Exposition, Imposing Parade is Medieval in 
Character, Object of the Present Visit is to More Fully Cement Friendship.” The Salt Lake tribune. September 05, 1909, Image 1
“Japanese Impressed. Steamer Line Between Our Port and Japan May Result from Visit of Commissioners.” Los Angeles Times, November 23, 
1909. Microfilm. 
“Japanese Pleased, Were Surprised to Find a Land of Such Great Resources.” The Ogden standard. November 30, 1909, Image 1
“Japanese Pleased With Taft’s Words: Comment at Length on the Meeting of Visitors With Executive.” San Francisco Chronicle, September 22, 
1909. Microfilm. 
“Japanese Restrictions.” The Hawaiian star. September 20, 1909, Page 4
“Japanese Visitors to Arrive Friday: Men and Women of Party to Be Entertained by Society.” San Francisco Chronicle. November 20, 1909. Page 
9
“Japs Jollied by Mr. Knox, He Suggests a Compulsory Settlement of Disputes, Between Great Nations, The Secretary’s Welcome to Commercial 
Commissioners From Japan Includes Expression of Grief For Murder of Prince Ito.” Arizona Republican. November 04, 1909, Image 1 
Kyugoro Obata, An Interpretation of the Life of Viscount Shibusawa. Zaidan Hojin Shibusawa (Wa Sei-en o Kinen Kai (The Viscount Shibusawa 
Memorial Foundation, Inc.) 1937) Tokyo Insatsu Kabushiki Kaisha (Tokyo Printing Company, Ltd..
“Knox Speaks of Peace with Japan, Invites Little Brown Men to Settle Differences by Arbitration, Has High Eulogy for Murdered Ito, Secretary of 
State Speaks In Brotherly Terms to Commissioners.” Daily Arizona silver belt. November 04, 1909, Image 1 
Commemorative Postcard
